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a A PAROMLEY V AVČOMBE WANDÈRERS 4 ` ot ee 
‘you ‘DIDN'T need. a “crystal. bali; to’ predict’. the. ee of Saturday’s Isthmian tere: 


soon a yeombe woud score, and 


This is not intended to be ankd. euc of t Bromley. But tke aie fact i is ‘that Wycombe 
arrived with eight successive league victories. behind them, and ` there was no logical. reason 


to: suppose: sthat, Bromley could end this: impressive. run.- 


” Stranger ‘things’ do háppen, ‘of 
course, but | freak, results are the 
exception, rather, thin’ the rile. 

. “So. jf: we accepte nae fact that 
‘Wycombe’ 8, inevitable, 
we.. must: ijudge. miey’s | perfor- 
mance .. by. ithe’ Manier | in’. "which 
hiy lost. : 

t's start ‘by giving them’ ‘credit 
‘for, ‘Keepin 
firsts. half, despite having tọ with- 
stand some pretty severe -pressure,. 
and despite having to reshuffle 
their defence, from which the in- 
jured John Miles was missing. 


EFFECTIVE 


Ray Scott moved into the kin ng- 
pin position and; was generally 
pretty effective, although he was 
unable'to prevent Searle, the Wy- 
combe centre forward; from hit- 
ting. the. bar with a shot on’ the 
turn as early as the fifth minute. 

Wycombe continued to have the 
better of the exchanges from this 
‘point on, Bromley made frequent 
counter-attacks, but most of these 
were nipped in the bud by former 
Sutton star Ted Powell, or foun- 
dered-against thé determined. tack- 
ling of Rundle’and Delaney. ` 
_ But though they had so much of 
the play,, Wycombe were unable to 
find the.‘space they wanted in and 

























their most promising moves‘ being 
foiled by sheer weight of numbers, 


. They seemed to miss “the 
. scheming talents of. another of 
‘their former. Sutton stalwarts, 


` Larry . Pritchard, who was on 
against champions Enfield, ' al- 
though why such a meaningless 
match had .to,. be played on a 
Saturday, with almost a full 
league programme scheduled, I 
cannot imagine. ' 

Torrential pain ‘ten minutes 
before half time — accompanied 
by the odd. flash of lightning and 
‘the rumble of thunder — failed to 
dampen Wycombe’s persistence or 
Bromley’s determination. . ` 

And 
Bromley’s _ never-say-die— spirit 
nearly earned them a shock lead 
as David Wise rose high in, the 
‘Wycombe penalty box to head 
fractionally wide from a Danny 
Lakey corner. ` 
= So far, so good. Bromley had 


a clean. slate ‘in. the | 


around the penalty area, several of | 


' duty for the: Rest of the League | p 


‘Just: before the interval 


reached the half-way’ mark still on 


level ‘terms. -But the equality 
lasted only, five | more minutes 
before’ Horseman eventually put | 
Wycombe in front when he ran on 


‘to a loose: ball and hit it first-time 


into the net, appearing. to BLS 
Alip SRPA by surprise. 


NOT SATISFIED 


Now, ‘the only unanswered ques- 
tion. was “ how many 7 , Wycombe 
were clearly not satifnéd with one, 
and Hutchinson would have made 
it two almost immediately, but for 
a magnificent save by Soper. 

utchinson, was. not. to -be 
denied, -kowever, and'in the 5# th! 
minute he put Wycombe further. 
ahead with a: well. timed and 
neatly ‘executed ‘header irom a 
Horseman free kick. 

Horseman was a constant fhern 
in Bromley's side with his schem- 
ing and . shooting, and Broin 
were not helped by having, 
reorganise their ‘already ee 
defence when Micky Miles had to 
o off with a leg injury in tne 
7th minute, causing Micky Lloyd 
to drop back from midfield tc the 
back row. ` 

To their credit, Bromley never 
gave up trying to cut back the 
leeway, but they were rarely able 
to cause Maskell much anxiety in 
the Wycombe goal. 

He was in complete command 
in his own six-yard box 7 and 
beyond ~— and demonstrated ` this 


authority’ when he came out to a 


Lakey cross and fisted the ball 
away from the head of Tony Cop- 


iñ 

The ‘Bromley Centre: forward 
was as industrious as ever, but 
against this competent Wycombe 
defence he was desperately short 
of support | in the penalty, area 


-| when it really mattered, 


Once, Jim Brown did the Sader 
work to create a promising open- 
ing, but suddenly Coppin found 
himself surrounded by a blue-shirt. 
blockade, and looked: a very lonely. 
figure, = > 

Twelve minutes from time that 
man Horseman was in the action 
again, and it was he who was 
brought down by Scott to. pave 
the way for Delaney to put Wy- 
combe. three up from the penalty 
spot. S 
And ‘three minutes later Horse- 
man, from a lying-down position 


hes py 


near the bye fine, “ managed ` 
scramble the ball to Anthony, whe 
neatly drilled in No, 4. . 

Maybe the four-goal ‘margin. ‘flat- 


‘tered Wycombe slightly, but it wa 


not difficult to understand. why 


they arẹ the. Isthmian reagus pace- 
setters. ' 


Bromley.— Soper, Miles MO, 
McAllister, Leonard, Scott, Wise, 
Brown (J.), Lloyd, ‘Coppin, Lakey, 
Day. Sub.: Campbell (for Miles), 

Wycombe. — Maskell, Rundle, 
Blunt, Powell, Delaney; Baker, An- 
thony, Horseman, Searle, Bremer, 
Hutchinson. Sub.: Faulkner (for 


Rundle). ' . 
JOHN HULLS, 





